
Discerning the Spirit’s Invitation 

Adapted from Quaker decision-making process 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RAISE ISSUE 

 DISCUSSION 

Come together, share 
personal process                 

(how did I discern) 

  
Share “what I heard” – answer 

to the question(s) 

  

Discussion 

  

Season of discernment 

  

Formulate Question(s) to take 
into a season of discernment 

  

Reframe Question (s)  Make decision  

NO  Yes 
Test for 

Consensus  

A SEASON OF DISCERNMENT 
may be time spent in quiet 

during a retreat, time between 
meetings where leadership 
takes the question(s) before 

Abba Father. 

Formulate proposal based upon 
discernment and discussion 

Determine 
action steps  

Stand aside  

“STAND ASIDE”  
I do not agree with the 

consensus decision.  While not 
wanting to vote for the 
initiative I will not block 
moving forward.  I will 

embrace the wider decision 
and work to support and 

implement it.  

“BLOCK”  
I do not agree with the 

consensus decision.  I believe 
moving forward could harm 

individuals and/or our church.  
To move forward violates our 
core Mission, Vision, Values.     


